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I | Was ord" in 4 60 pariſh of Bingley, eee 
Dec. 3, 1726, My Parents both! died in the 
Faith. I lived with them ſeven years, and ſeven 
years more with an Vacle, Who was in the ſame 
pariſh, | When 1 was turned four years, old, my 
Mother went dne day fo market, and left me to 
take care of t e houſe and two younger children. 
She had not n gone long before I ſet the bed 
on fire, A dag ſeeing t the ſmoke, and think- 
ing the came with all ſpeed to 
our aflitance. In mort time we, The, «# | with bond 
others, extinguiſhed the fire. * Had it hot been for 
this providential affiftance, w we might alt have been 
burnt to death, for we had not ſenſe to get out of 
the way. From five years « Fg I had {frong con- 
victions at times, and put up many prayers. for 
mercy. And though I had — 7 to. each e, 


yet I had the fear of God i in my heart. If 1 was 


overtaken in any fin, I was much troubled, till 1 
had ſaid my prayers, which I thought | 1 make 
all up. 5 
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one that continueth. not In a 2275 written in 


| we were diſcharged. < | then ſought for a peo 
| 1 went to hear Mr. Cree, 2 


that we a are to be ſaved” by faith * yea, that the 


| We ey preach from theſe words, 'T am deter 
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Maſon. While | lived with my Maſter, I had 
little cancern for my ſaul. But a few. years after, 


__ at the time of the Rebellion, I enliſted among the 
| * Yorkſhire” Blues. I continue. with, them. about 


a vear. There was once man among us, who had 
the fear of God before his eyes. He gave me 


good advice, Which one time, in- particular, took 


great affe upon me and my comrade. We both 
of us were under deep conviRtions, byt kng not 
what to do to be ſaved. I began to fear 
exceedingly, knowing 1 was hr 0 to die. Thee 
words followed. me. continu ; Cur ed 15 5 


book of the law to do them. T thought 1. muſt pn 


© + but 1 thought 1 grew worſe an worſe, tiff m my - 


load was many times heavier than T cou Fi bear. 
8. In the year 1745, the Rebellion being over, | 
te. 
that feared God, and ſoon jo ined the abe, ; x 
wy 1 Mellen ſeveral veral times, n fo 
have f ſome hope of finding g mercy: for 108 
or been 


Frog 


115 


very worſt it of finners might be ſaved, by faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt, Soon after, * heard Mr. —— 4 


to knaw any thing amg vou, ſave 222 55 


5 end him crucified. He ſhewed.clearly, that Chriſt 
15 — and * to ſave the greateſt finners, 1 


2 wit 


— 


31 'Y 5 : is 35 
was _ refreſhed. under the hm ng apt 


111 
a „ Heise „nee i tos | | 
” ' Whither mould: a Hangs pact e 
f eee wide: 1 = 
wu | Only Jeſus, will 1 Know. een 
een bee dee 


R ne 1 11 qt F Fj 185 81 r 


4. But when. he told ub, we "might 3 nr 
fins forgiven in this life; yea, this 7 moment, 
it ſcemed to me new dodtrine, and I could not 
believe it at all. But 1 continued i in prayer; and 8 
in a few days, I was convinced of it te my great 
joy. The love of Chriſt broke, into my foul, and 
drove away all, guilt and feat: and. at the, ſams 
time he filled my heart with love both to God and 
* ſaw that God was my ſalvation, and could 
ms him, and praiſe him with W up 1 — 2 
ng with eren, A ate ak- ei 119); ns 
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0 what hall on Serien, to o prate?,.., 


Se ſtrong ta deliver, So good to  redrem,,, Ly 
Th weakeſt believer That hangs upon hit? 
1%: 035 ta £6 1 
| | 5 hon this Mr... John, Well Fame, jo 
| Bradforth and preaghed,, on, This one thang I go. 
255 He joined ſeveral a of us together i in A. claſs, which 
met about a mile from the town, But all of ! them 8 
fell back. and left. me alone; yet afterward. ſome of > | 


them returned, Before wack I Te my hill was 
A 85 1 eiche 
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fs Hong, that T could never be movell. But fering 
ſs many fall into fin, I began to feel an evil heat 
of unbelief, and was fully convinced, that there 
muſt be a farther change in my heart, be fore 1 
could be eſtabliſhed in grate. Afterward I re- 
moved to Kighley, and had many opportunies of 
hearing, and profiting by Mr. Crimſiaw. But 
feeling my corruptions, with ſtrong temptations, I 
Fell into great doubtings. 1 was almoſt in deſpair. 
T could ſcarce pray at all, and was tempted to 
murder myſelf. One day, as I was going to hear 
Mr. Grimfhaw, and going over a bridge, I was 
Arongly tempted to leap into the river; but the 
Lord had mercy upon me, and delivered me from 
"This temptation, Vet Rill, T had many fears, 1 Ws 
Im this ſtate near half a year, finding no comfort 
"i any thing, But one evening, one of our friends 
prayed in the Society, and my ſoul was ſet at 
liberty, All my doubts fled way, and faith and 
love once more ſprung up in my heart, I af- 
terward ſaw, that God had a farther end in theſe 
trials and deliverances, 
6; Not long after this, 1 felt a great defire to 
Yell others what God had done for my ſoul, I 
wanted my fellow creatures to turn to the Lord, 
but faw myſelf utterly Unfft to ſpeak for him, 1 
Tix dhe 'neighboarkood, in which. 1 lived, 
bounding With all manner of wickedneſs. And 
no man caring for their fouls, or warning them to 
© ies from the Wrath to come. I began deo reprove 
| 5 n Whetever 1 was, though many hated me for 
feng. I did not regard that; for God gave 
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me an invincible. courage. But amn 1 did not? 7 


clearly, Whether I was called de ſpeak.. in public, 
or no. After many reaſonings in my mind; 1 


time came, my ſoul Was bawed down within me; 
my bones ſhaked, and one knee ſtgote againſt the 
other. 1 had many to hear me: ſome of them 


heard with pain, as my gifts were Very ſmall, auj 
adviſec me to ſpeak no more in public. But ane 


young woman was convinced of her loſt e 
and never reſted till the found redemption; - 


7. But this did not fatisfy my friends. Ms 
they were not willing to receive me, I went 0 
thoſe that would; and God began 40 bleſs my 


weak endeavours. Vet! was not ſatisfied myſehf. 
For ſeveral weeks I had great trouble in my mind. 


I thought no man's caſe was like mine. Sometimes 
I wiſhed, I had never been born. Moſt of my 
friends were againſt . me. I was full of feats 
within, and hal a perſecuting world without, But 
all this time my heart was drawn out in prayer, 


that God would ſhew me the way wherein T'ſhoutd 
go. Being now employed at Sir Malter Covertey's, 
in the pariſh of Guiſeley, I met with a'few ſerious 


people at Yeadon. They were juſt fetting out an 


the ways of Cod, and defired me to give 'a word 
of exhortation among theme I did fo a few times, 
and God was pleaſed to blets it to their ſouls. 


The little Society increaſed, and they ell dearly - 


loved one another. Burt batan was not idle. Every 


time we met, à riotous mob . wwe 


houls, and diſturbed us much, 
| 8. One 
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n das Oe hace, while William . Darney was 
- ,preaching,.the,Curate of Guiſeley came at the head 


of a large mob, who threw eggs in his face, pulled 
him down, dragged him out of the houſe on the 
ground, and ſtamped upon him. The Curate him- 
ſelf then thought it Was enough, and bade them let 
him alone, and go their way. Sometime after, 


- Jonathan Maſtew came. As ſoon as be began to 


ſpeak, the ſame. mob came, pulled him down, and 


dragged him out of the houſe. They then tore off 


his clothes, and dragged him along upon his naked 
: back, over the gravel and pavement. When they 
thought they had ſufficiently bruiſed him, they let 
him ga, and went away. With much difficulty he 


erept t a-friend's houſe; where, they dreſſed his 


. wounds, : and got him ſome clothes, Jt Was my | 


turn to go next. No ſooner was I at the town, than 


the mob came, like, ſo many roaring lions. My 


friends adviſed me not to preach that night; and 


1undertook to carry me gut. of the town, But the 
moch followed me, in a great rage, and ſtoned me for 


I. got well of the bruiſes I then received. ; 
9. About this time a Carpenter Was ſwearing 


horribly, whom I calmly. reproyed. He imme- 


diately flew in a violent paſſion, and. having an axe 
n his hand, lifted it up, and ſwore. he would cleave 
my head in a moment. But juſt as he was going 
to ſtrike, a man that ſtood by, ſnatched hold of his 
arm, and held him, till his paſſion cooled. At 
1 felt a little os but it ſoon = TAO away. 
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10. While 


te miles, ſo that it Was ſeveral weeks before | 
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10. While 1/was/working.at Sir Walter's, fone 


one LS that I was. a Methodiſt, He 
was much diſpleaſed, ſaying, „. like him fon a 


work man. but I hate; his Religion.“ This was 
chiefly owing to his Steward, whom I had-often 
reproved for ſwearing. He mottally hated me 
on that account. Bui in a little time he was taken 
ill. Perceiving himſelf worſe, ne ſent a meſſage to 


me, earneſtly deſiring, I would: come and pray with = 
him. I went, and found bim iu an agen of. con- 


viction, crying aloud far mefcy! 1 ſhewed) him 
where mercy: was to be found; and hen went io 
prayer with him. While L was preyidg, his beatt 
ſeemed broken, and he. Wes bathed: in rears; Hr 
owned, he had been q grievous: inner; duthe! orie 
to wang. AA IAC Ebabove,notin 
vaid, E079, id 30 ihn yng bas bor ** 


TR Key after in theſe paits, add 
was fully employed. AN the day']-wrqught-:dili- 


gently af my duſmneſs; in the evenings B led fin- 


ners to repentavnenv And nawoaths mibs weremet 
fo furious, ſo that wechal/no confuleradle>inter- = 


ruption,” In the Imem time, I waited: 0 fee, 
whether the Lord had any thing foe ne todο 1 
made it matter of continuab prayer, that he wo, 
make my way plain before me. And in à liule 
while, I had much more of the beſt; work upon my \ 
hands. I was defired' torgive! an\.exhortation; at a 
village, called 'Hartwith,) T went thither feveral = 
times, Several here were deeply convinced of ſii: 
and two or three ſoon found - n in ihe 
SIEGE 
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blood of Jeſus, the forgivinek of ſins. Aſterward- | 


1 was invited o TA. Here I found a. fe- hungry 


ſoulb. But they were as ſheep wirhout a ſhephend, 


-etdom' hearing any thing like the goſpel. I ſpent 


two nights among them. The ſerious people were 


much refreſhed: ſome were awakened and ſaw 
their 4 and cried out fon merc. 
121 After this I went to Stockton, where 1! found 


lively people, hb had Been in ſociety for ſome 
time. I preached ſeveral times among them wich 
great liberty 6f ſoul, and freeddm of ſpeech; fand 


to alb appearance the word ad much effet on the 
henters! Here I mer With Mr. Larwood, Who be- 
Kavedwery kindly! toime/and told me be hoped. 1 


[ſhoald be very/uſefut if I Rept huinble. He then | 


ſem me\before him to. York and. Leeds,. where.1 
preached and gave notice of his coming.. Ftom 
Leeds I went te Biral Itthappeded- to be, their 
_ -preaching night: Jon Nelſon was ſick in! bed, ſo 


the people deſired me ta preach or give, them a 
word of exhortafion,);: Accordingly: L preached in 


We beſt manner 1 coulll, land / thei ; people. ſeemen 


well fatisfied. The next day went to Hiygh-Fown,. 


and preached to a large congregation in the evening. 

3 IL had much liberty in ſpeaking, and found a great 
| blefling to my own ſoul; and L have reaſon to be- 
lierothat he people were well ſatisfitd - 

19. From Birftat I went to Heptonftol! Here 1 

met with a lively- people who ;teceived me very 

* Kinidly.. I gave ſeveral exhortations among. them, 


*adthe-wonl went - with power to many hearts. 
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Among a very tall man, who wasaButcher, | 
vas cut to the heart; But it had a'very bad eſſect upon 
him for the preſent, For he went home and beat his 


Wife in a moſt terrible mantier- becauſe he thought 
ſhe had told me of all his ſinful Ways! But after“ 
wards he was convinced! and converted" T' cons 
tinued fome time in theſe 7 parts, and wert to ſeveral 
places in Lancaſfire. Here alſo I found many 
were awakened, and ſeveral found peace with God, 
while I was among then. I endeavoured toform a 
regular Circuit in _ * and-in * rr "ye 
gained my point. 

14. I confided here ſome time, d * 
reaſon to hope that I was uſeful among them. 
In one place I met with a mob of women, who put 
me into a pond of water, Which took me nearly 
over my head. But by the: bleſſing of God, I got 
out ſafe, and walked about three miles in my wet 
clothes, but I catched no cold! I continued ſome 
time in theſe parts, encouraged by ae and 
advice of good Mr, Grimſhaw. 

15, One time Paul Greenwood and 1 called at 


t 


his houſe together, and he gave us a very warm EXe 5 


hortation, which 1 ſhall not ſoon forget. He ſaid, 
If you are ſent of God to preach the goſpel], all 
hell will be up in arms againſt you. Prepare for 


the battle, and ſtand faſt in the good ways of God: 


Indeed you muſt not expect to gain much of this 
world's goods by preaching the goſpel. What you 
get muſt come through the devil's teeth; ind he 
will hold it as faſt as he can. I count every cove- 
tous 


(/ 18; Y : | 
tous man, to he one of the devil's teeth. And by * 
will let nothing go, ſor 1 220 his cauſe but 
hat is forced from him. 
46% In che year 3751, 1 was Rutioned is Lively 
Aire. 1 foung a ſerioyx;people and an open door; 
but, there wWern many adyetſaries. This was far 
the-moſt trying year which J had ever known. 
But in every temptation God made ee 
tat! might he able to bear it. 
On Sunday, Auguſt the 7th, 1 came. to Rene 
very early in the mornin ry bo ogy as vſua}, 
at five. , About fix, two ſtables came, at the 
beef a large mob. They violently broke in 
upon the people, ſeized upon me, pulled me down, 
and took me to a public-houſe, where they kept me 
till four in the afternoon. Then one of the Con- 
"ſtables ſeemed to relent, and ſuid, Imillgo. to the 
Miniſter, and enquire of him, Whether we may 
not now let the poor: man, 80 When he came 
back, he ſaid, They were not to let him · go yet.” 
So he took me out to the mob, who preſently hur- 
ried me away, and threw me into a pool of ſtanding 5 
water. It took me up to the neck. Several times 
I\ſtrove;to get out, but they pitched. me in again. 
They told me I muſt go through it ſeven times. 
I did fo, and then they let me come out. When 1 
had got upon dry ground, a man ſtood ready with 


tl 

a pot full af White paint. He painted me all over I a 

from heaqͥ to foot; and then they carried me-intoa WW b 
public-houſe again, Here I was kept, till they had 

put five more of qur friends into the water. Then 

89 TD - _ they, 
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ut they came und ek has che ple Ae pt, 5 
g to a great pond, which was railed in on every ſide. 
being ten or twelve feet deep. Here, four men took 
me by my legs and arma, and ſuwuig me backward + 1 
and forward. For a moment I felt the fleſh ſhrink; I » | 
but it was quickly gone. 1 gave mylelf up to the 4 
Lord, and was content his will ſhould be done. 3 
They ſwung ine two or three times, and then threw | - 
me as far as they could into the Water. The fall 
ind the water ſoon took away my ſenſes, fo that 1 
felt nothing more. But ſome of them were not 
willing to have me drowned, So they watched 
till I came above water, and then'catching hold of 
ny clothes with # long pele, male ſhift to drag me 
out, 5, 
17. I hy ſenſeleſs for ſome time. Wen 1 
came to myſelf, I' ſaw only two men ſtandi 
me, One of them helped me up, and defi me 
to go with him. He brought me to a little houſe, 
where they quickly put me to bed. But I had 
not lain long, before the mob came again, pulled 25 
me out of bed, carried me into the Krebt, anti - 
ſwore they would take away one of my limbs, if 
I would not promile, to'coine thete no more. Z | _ 
told them, „1 can promiſe no ſuch ming. But bo 
the man that had hold of me, promiſed for me, | 
a5 took ra Kath: hug” e e e 7 
bed again, i 5 
Some of the mob wen went to the Miniſter 
| again, to know what they muſt do with me? He 
hey mans « You muſt take him out of the pariſh.” Rr 
B Sg - 0 
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„S hay ehies and too. me out ol bed . 
tine, But 1 Rad no clothes, to. put on z; my omn,. 
being wet, and alſa, covered, with. paint, But they. 
put an old.coat about me, togk. me about a. mile, 
and ſet wer upon. a. lite bill. They then, ſhouted,, 
ache Ames, God fave foe. King, and, the Devil; 
| take the Preacher Laws. « 5502.64 7. ne 0.4, 
18, Here they left me pennylels,and frie 
Rog no. One Cr POPSET near me.” And my ſtrength, 
was nearly gone; ſo that I had, much; ado, to walk, 
or eyen to ſtand. But from the beginning to the end 
my mind, was, ia perſeRt peace. 1 found ng anger 
| 3 Th Pa heartily. ptay. far, m. 


to go. Indeed one of © our friends lived three 95. 


. four miles off. But I was ſo weak and ill, that it 
did not ſeem, poſſible, for me to get le fer. Haw: 
ever, I truſted; in God, and ſet out: and at length, 
Iyer 2 the, bouſe. The family did, every thing, 
for, me that was in their power: they got me 
clothes, and whatever elſe was, needful. I reſted 
four. days with them, in which time my Nrength, 
was tolerably. reſtored., Then I went into the. 
Cireait, where I met with more perſecution, A 
1 was preaching in a certain village, in the Ten, hg. 
 Mob,came into, the hoſe, and broke through the, 
Congregation, in order to pull me;dawy;, but th. 
good Woman of the houſe took me into the, pa 
lour, and tod in che dor with a great kutghep- 
poker iu her hapd, and nid the Moh, the firſt, man 
| e Kr Re the would nog it 
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the time of her travail, this, with the fight of the 
great poker, kept” them ff, ſo that they could 


not get at me. However, they ſtayed ſome time, 
and then left the houſe without doing much Harm. 


Aſter they were gore, 15e in Eabsthilen, whe 175 


to prayer, and then we went to bed in peace. 
In the midſt of this perſecution, 1 mau, were : brought 
to the ſaving knowledge of God. And as the 
ſufferings of Chriſt abounded, fo our conſolatichs 
by Chriſt abounded alſo. As to the lions at Regan- 


19. Coming in December inte Lautztre, 1 
found trials of quite another kind. The” hor 


e . * Weſley for is works 


— into his new Opinions, lated 


him cordially, and laboured to ſet all die peeple 
againſt Kim, He told them in the open congte- 


gation; that Mr; Veſey was a Pope, EIU ke 


preached nothing but popery. Detember the 


Joth, I met him at Bolton.” I deſired him to preach; 


but be would not. 80 1 got up and fpoke as well 
as I could, though With 4 heavy heart. Aſter 1 


bad done, ke wer che Society, and ſaid many bitter 


things of Mr. Wetey. Me then ſpread out bis 
hands, and cried, 4 Popety, Popery} I win not be 


in connexion With him any more.” 1 told nbt = 
help . him, © The fpirit in whick you wdw. 


B 2 , 


Appeal to the Court of King's-Betich, | 5 
made both them and” the Miniſter quiet as lambs. 


6 6 


ſpeak, is not of God. Neither are you bt for-the 
pulpit, while, you are of ſuch a ſpirit. . While 1 


was ſpeaking, a woman that ſtood by me ſtruck me 
in the face with all her might. Immediately all 


the congregation. was in an uproar. 80 I thought it 


beſt to retire. Afterward, I believed it was my duty 
to expoſtulate with bim, But it did not avail; 


it feemed to me that all love was departed from 


him, His mind was wholly ſet againſt Mr. Weſtey, 
and. againſt the whole Methodiſt DoRrine and 


| Diſcipline, And he had cinfuſed his own ſpirit 


| work among them. But the Lord kept my ſoul in 


convinced and converted to God. One time, 
 -, while I was at Berwick, a poor woman came to the 
houſe where I was, with a: heavy child on her 


* e But after ſhe had got the child again 


* 


into the people in many places: ſo that I had. hard 


peace and love. Glory be unto his holy name! 
20. In May 1752, I. came to Newcafile-upon-Tyne, 
where, after all the ſtorms I, had gone through, I 
greatly refreſhed among à loving, peaceable 
people, with whom I Jaboured with much ſatiſ- 
faction. And jt pleaſed the Lord to proſper my 
labours ip Herwicl- upon · Tweed, Caleſnead- Fell, and 
many other places, where many ſingers were'both 


- back: ſhe had come from Ireland, and was going 
into Scotland. The woman of the houſe aſked 
her to come in, and gave her ſome tea: ſhe 
ſeemed to be very poor, and wanted help. But 
as 1 had only nine-pence, and had thirty miles to 
. ride. the next day, I thought J could not. ſpare, her 
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on her back, 12 Was letting off, my heart pitied 
her; ſo I gave her fixpence out of my Hitfe ſtöck 
and had three · pence left. But I truſted in "God's 
Providence; and knew that he would provide for 
me. After preaching the nent tnvrniing; 4 pot 
ſoldier put two ſhillings into my Rant! 80 God 
rewarded me Tollr-fol8, ' 1 eould not help prallt 
him for this Inſtance” of his gdodtieſs to nie. 

21. On May 6, 1953; 1 came with Mr. e 
from Newdaftle to York. On the 1th, he preathed 
to a large congregation; and the next m 


from! Let ur dome boldly tv the thrinitof grate, M wi = 


may obtain mercy; and fintd grace to help in tinit need. 
I never ſaw a congregation! ſo affected. "Moſt of 
the people were in tears, ſome for joy, and ſome 
from a ſenfe of their fins. He had deſigned to gs 
on to Lincoliſtire. But chrodgh the importunity 
of the people, He conſented to ſtay a little at "oy. 
and deſired me to go in his place. | 

22, From the following' Conference, (at pred 
fourteen Preachers were preſent,” beſide Mr. Weſley 
and his Brother,) I went into Wiltftire, where Mr. 
Pearce, of Bradford, was as a father to me, 
While I was in this Circuit, I went to fee 
2 young man, (Mr. Nona: Oder) Who had 
given an  Exhottition” at times among the 
people. I found him working hard for his bread? 
He ſeemed to me to have much ſenſe, and to be 
very fincere, I wrote to Mr! Wiſtey, and tolk him 
that I, and many more, thought he might be very 
uſeful, Mr. Weſley deſire he might go with 
me into Cornwall, So we went together, and 1 
believe the Lord made us a bleſſing to that people: 
S.. L 
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many were eee and converted, and my 
friend grew very much in knowledge, and I hope; 
in the fear of the Lord. He has been 'a very 
uſeful man in the church of God, and one whe 
has gone through many trials: the Lord help bath 
him and me to fight the good fight of Faith, and 
to lay hold on eternal life! Here 1 formed/ a firm 
reſolution of cleaving more , cloſely to God thi | 
ever had done before. 1, longed. to be wholly 
freed from the enemies which I carried;in my own 
boſom, I ſaw no other could poſſibly hurt me, if 
I could but conquer them. I read the! Bible 
and. prayed much, and found many bleſſings, 
from the Lord. And I found, in particular, at 
entire diſengagement from all earthly things, My 
ſoul was even as a weaned child. I was willing td 
be any thing or nothing. I had no defire for any 
thing in this world, but to live unto the glory of God, 
O how eaſy does it make every thing, OY 
can give. up all for Chriſt}. At e 
23. Aſter I had ſpent forme time in Devenfli 
and Cornwall, I was ſent for up to Londen. Here 
I had a fever for ſome time. When I Was pretty 
Veil recovered, Mr, Weſley defired me to go down 
to Norwich, I was not well upon the road; but 
was abundantly worſe when I came thither. But 
following the advice of a ſkilful man, I was, in 
awhile reſtored to health and ſtrength. Here I 
found much comfort among a poor, but loving 
people. I was in this Circuit (putting the firſt and 
the ſecond time together) about four years, But 
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in the latter part of this time, 1 had mapy trials 7 


from 7. Wheatly's people. Mr. Weſley had been pre- 
vailed upon to take the Tabernacle, and to receive 
s people under his care. heatly uſed to call them | 
«my dear Lambs,” but ſuch lion-like lambs did I ne- 


verſee. Diſcipline they knew nothing of: every one 


would do what was right in his own' eyes, And our 
Doctrine was an abomination to them. . Great part 
of them were grounded in Antinomianiſm. The 
very ſound of Perfection they abhorred; they could 
hardly bear the word Holineſs. Nothing was 
pleaſing to them, but Faith, Faith;“ without 2 
word either of its inward or out ward fruits. 
24. Between tlie firſt and ſecond time of my 
being at Norwich, I ſpent; ſume time in Sufſex. The 


firſt place that I preached at Was Rye, where Do. - 


Methodiſt had ever. preached; before; Yet. there 
was no oppoſition, but they received the word 
with joy and readineſs of mind. And many ſoon 
felt the burden of their fins, ſeveral of whom 


quickly found peace with God; Moſt of; theſe 


very willingly joined together in a little Society: 
ſome of whom are lodged in Abraham's boſom; 
and others ſtill remain walking i in the way to Sion. 


25, Hence I went to ſeveral country” places. 


But they were not all ſe peaceable as at Rye. At the 
deſire of a ſerious man I went to Hawkhurſt; he 


had requeſted me to preach at his houſe. About 


fix in the evening I began. But 1 had not ſpoke 
many words, before à fumerous mob broke in, 
pulled DREAD! nee e where I ſtood, 
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tay 


and * of the houſe, Thenthey Rinck | 


up my heels, and dragged me upon my back about 


halfJa mile, to à public houſe called Highyats, 


where I found many Gentlemen, with the Miniſter 
of the pariſh, They afked, by what authority do 


you preach I anſwered, 4 By the authority uf 
King George, and ſhewed them my Licenſe, 


They ſpoke a little together, and faid, # You'mniy 
go about your buſineſs.” But obſerving the hoe 


was filled with a drunken mob, I faid, Gen- 


tlemen, I will not go, unleſs I have a Conſtable to 


guard me.“ They immediately feat for a Conſtable, 


who guarded me to the houſe from whence I came. 


But as it was winter time, and the road-very dirty, 
I was in a poor condition: being > good deal 
bruiſed, and all my clothes plaiſtered over with dirt. 
However, after I had got ſome dry clothes, and taken 
a little refreſhment, I prayed with the-family, and 
then Cod gave me quiet and refreſhing ſleep. When 
I eame to London, I applied to a Lawyer, who ſent 


down Writs for ſive of the Ringleaders. But they 


quickly came to an agreement. They readily paid 


all the charges. And here ended our perſecutiom 


in Suſſen. I found a thankful heart · for à good: 


King, good laws, and liberty of conſcience. And 


about this time I had much of the preſence of the 
Lord; he was good to me; beth as to my body and 
foul, Lprayed much, and the Lord heard me, and. 
delivered me from all my feats. From Gu ſſex; 1 


went to Norwich the fecond time, and here found a 
young woman that I thought would make me a good 


wife. In October 1760, we were married. I bleſs 
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the Lord for her, me ie one of the: EY ſuitable 


wives for me, that I could have found. in all the 


world. | 77 


26. In Auguſt 1778, 3 Rationed in Ster oY 


fordfhire, where I ſpent two years with much ſatis- 


ſation, The! latter year I had many trials, both 
outward and in ward. The work of the Lord did 
not ſeem to go forward among the people in ſome 
places; but at others, it proſpered much, while 
love and peace prevailed among us; which gave 
me encouragement. I found ſome refreſhings in 
my own ſoul at times, and I could truſt the Lord in 
every trial. His promiſes: wart a means tokeep 
me from being weary-and faint in my mind. And 
by his bleſſing I got through all, and ſa that every 
trial works for good. The words of, thei Apoſtle 
were, of great uſe to me: My. on, deſpiſe notthowthe 
chaſtening, of, the Land, nor fannt len (bes, art re- 
buked of lime for. whom the Lord. lopeth he chaften- 
eth, and ſcourgeth;cuery ſon whom. he receiveths. Lord 


help me to ſee thy good hand in all my;trials, that 


they may be a means of making me more . in 


all manner of converſationlln?n?nͥ.ngg 011, 


In july 1780, I fe ous for Ata, and in my 


way, met with ſeveral of our brethren. ſome of 


whom I had not ſeen for many years. It rejoiced 
my heart to find them Rillin the way of the Lord, 


afterall their trials; and that they were ill deſuouss 
to preach; the Goſpel of Chriſt. Our jouruey was 
attended "ih A er and we re · 


i 1941 : 7 IUV3 a 4 2 * 


o 
Joiced that the Lord had helped us thus fat. At 
this Conference I was ordered to go to Canterbury; 
and on Auguſt 20, I got ſafe there: my wife and 
children having arrived one day before. me. In 
very thankful to the Lord for his goodneſs: in 
bringing them ſafe to this place. I had not been 
ne xe long be fore I ſound that true Religion hadiloſt 
ground. When I left them, two and twenty year, 
ago, they were a loving, lively people. But they 
"fell out by the way, and loſt their love one for 
another. I was much troubled to ſee them ſo cold 
and careleſs in the cauſe of God; Thie, with my 
on infirmities, brought me into much trouble of 
mind. But I gave myſelf up to prayer, and begged 
of the Lord that he would deliver me, from what- 
ever hindered his work, in wy own out; arid that 
: he would do it in his on way. About:the middfe 
of October laſt, he laid his aftiing hand upon me. 
- had à Fever, attended with un Ague. This con - 
tinued half 'a year, I was under the care of un 
Apothecary, in Canterbury. He did all de 
could to remove my diſorder, but without effeR, 
From Canterbury 1 removed to Dover, thitiking i " 
the change of air would help me; but 1 Rill eontj- I =" 
nued as bad as ever. While I was here, Mr. li 
| Boardman, one of our Preachers, came to ſee me, 2. 
and by Mr.Weſtey's, and his defire, I came to London. if © 
After I arrived, my diſorder grew worſe and work, h 
- almoſt every day,. On April the 6th, I was ſo n if © 
that all about mo thought I was dying. Doctor I © 
Lettſom attended me very conſtantly, without fee or 
ä ö re ward. 
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reward. Hei was af great ſervice to me. For 
through, the, means: he made uſe of, the rer was 
ſoon removed. 

When I was firſt taken ill, the Lord removed ; 
all uncaſineſs from my mind. I received great 
comfort i in my ſoul, and could rejoĩce in the God 


of my ſalvation. Indeed a ſenſe: of his:goodneſs | 
continued with me in: all my afflictions, which was 
acauſe of ſuch chearfulneſs, as I had ſcarce known 
for _ you OP I could W ei ling, 


How good thou art! how large thy H 
How eaſy to forgive! 


The helpleſs, thou delights to raiſe, 
And by thy n 1 * 


now, look back on the labour of PRO 
. thirty years, and I do not repent of it. I am 
not grown weary, either of my Maſter, or the work 
I am engaged in. Though. I am weak in body, 
and in the decline of life, my heart is ſtill engaged . 
in the cauſe of God. I am never more happy than 
when I feel the love of Chriſt in my. heart, and 
am declaring his praiſe to others. There is nothing 
like the love of Chriſt in the heart, to make us holy 
and happy. It is love alone that expels all fin out 
of the heart, Wherever love is wanting, there is, 
bell: and where love fills the heart there is 
heaven, This has been 'a medicine to me ever 
fince I ſet out, When I was low, it was this that 


raiſed 
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p 5 raiſed me up. When'fin and Satan bebt md tf 
8 every fide, it Was this that drove W . 

O lens, thank chearing is thy 277 e 
All pain before thy preſence Ry 535} 
Care, anguiſh, forrow melt away, 2 1 


5 " Wherderthy healing be ns ariſe, rg 
 ;  O/ Jeſus, nothing way I Er 
Nothing hear, fel, or dia bat u. 13 44h 
>, Unwearldd may 1 this _— ; Se ERR 11 
Dauntleſs ta the high prizealpirez WA 


- Hourly within my breaſt renew © . 

This holy flame, this heaveuly fire 3 * 5 "P.4Y 
"Anil day and night be all my care,. TO 3 3 
To guard this ſacred treaſure there. 


my wy » a "_ * 
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Is veakneſs be thy love my power: "= 3M 
7, 2 And, when the ſtorms of life ſhall ceale; */ "4 
©,» Jeſus, in that important hour, -/ ' 1 


— 


In death, as life, be thou my guide, 546 
And lave me who for me haſt died. nh - "58 
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